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Arundha Vaal 7z

One of the main aims of MADURAI SEED is to provide education through the arts.
Talents and skills in children can be developed by educating by means of games and
entertainment. This method also ensures the development of capabilities and skills in less
academically talented children.

Drama works well to promte social skills in children. Accordingly/ every year SEED
conducts residential theatre camps and workshops with the best available experts in
children’'s drama. For example in 2003 two workshops were conducted under the guidance of
director Mr.Aneesh. The drama Arundha Vaal was prepared in these workshops.

The title of this drama means "Cut Tail {of a Monkey)." The play tells the story of how
man arose from monkeys, It also shows that though man has no tail, sometimes he still
behaves like a monkeys. The drama is presented as a series of staries told by a joker. when
the joker is telling a story, tails grow on the children who are listening.

These Stories require imagination and creativity. The Children paly folklore games in
which they act at times like humans and at other times like monkeys. They skip from one
character to another : a tail is the only difference between man and monkeys. They skip from
addition to stage acting, the actors interact with spectators . Many folklore games which are
played only in Tamil nadu have been included in this drama.

First Story :-

The hats of a hat-seller are taken away by monkeys. The monkeys wear the hats, and
when the hat-seller demands them back, some body monkeys ask for a story. So the hat-
seller- whois also a joker - tells a story. Itis about the growth of tails on monkeys.

when man was leading an uncivilized nomadic hunter's life, he wandered in the forest.
He covered his body only with leaves and bark One day he discovered fire. by mistake he
burn down the entire forest. After that this is the story of how man got a tail and became like a
monkey.

Again the hat-seller asks the monkeys to return his hats, and the monkeys demand another
story. So a story about how the man - monkey's tail got cut is told :

There is a festival in a country. God comes to know about the tail that man has attached
to himself so he visits a group of people in the country. But God is quite ugly his teeth are all
broken. when the people come to know about God's broken teeth they start making fun of
him. God gets agry and cuts off their tails.

Second Story ;

Some monkeys with their tails cut, setup a kingdom in a forest. This kingdom is full of
mango trees. The monkey king orders his subjects not to throw any mangoes into the river.
But one of the monkeys disobeys him and throws a mango into the river,

The fruit gets into the hands of some fishermen, who take it to their king. Thefruit is very
tasty, so the human king fights with the king of the monkeys with cut tails in order to get the
mango trees the monkey king presents his savior with a mango seed and tells him to plant it in
his own country.

The female actor who plays the part of a child the joker story teller god and king puis
some mangoes into a basket. (Here the hats in the monkeys' hands are to be viewed as
mangoes.) Then the children start crying. they complain to the story-teller that they how have
tails because they listenad to his stories. They show their tails to the elders and then run away.
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MAYA CHATTAI

The education or development of the children is bound with
creativity. The relationship that we establish with children should kindle the
creativity in their minds. The spontaneous creativity of children should has
been curtained due to the impotency of educational plan and methodology. To
release those children from the clutches of this, the present generation has
concern for the Tamil society should take up steps to introduce a different
educational system. We should pave paths to the new world for the children by
introducing education through theater arts.

MAYA CHATTAI a drama has been created by the
children in the drama workshop as an offshoot of their various creative talents.
The source of this drama is 'empowering new cloth' a French folk tale. It is
wonderful and unavoidable that the scene in which the king was dressed in
mayachattai by the children through the various dramatic demonstrations like,
forest, animals human beings with songs and merriment is an un explainable
creative manner.
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Skillful performance.

A HOT and dusty evening found hundreds of school
students braving the haal and mosquitoes patiently at
the " Sevalyam Vidudi Ulagam' on Saturday. The event?
‘Uravadal 2003, the third anniversary of the SEED, a
halistic education centra for

Madurai's own slum children runs largely by voluntears,

More: than G600 students, parents and wvolunteers
participatad in the programma, which comprisad
felicitations and special cultural programmes organisad
by tha students of the SEED.

The highlight of the programme was a play staged by
students from standards Vi to VI, entitled Vaalaruntha
Kurangu," and directed by one of the volunteers,
Anaesh.

A three-part drama enthralled the asdience, as did the
many dance programmes performed by students from
standards V to Xll. Remarkably, the entire shaw, a
zkifful presentation of the children's artistic talents, was
put togather in five days. These students come from
very poor families, attend corporation schools. do
plenty of chores at homa and still spend 18 hours a
week al the SEED's volunteer classes. Kudos bo them.

The SEED's objective is lo bring the slum children inlo
the mainstream academia

Nirmala Jevaraj, principal of the Lady Doak College,
presided over the function and felicitaled the student
performers. The annual reporn of the SEED's activities
spoke about the wvariety of activities, including
seminars, workshops, sclence club and several others.
The programme itselfl was a pointer to what an
individual, when parl of a collective team, can achiave
and make a significant confribution to the society. Al it
takes than is gt and determination.

By Preathi Chandrasekar,
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